[How to read a qualitative research paper?]
Many readers of medical journals are trained in the 'quantitative approach'. This can therefore lead to the misinterpretation of results from qualitative research. By considering four key points, readers can interpret a qualitative paper. The chosen research method should fit the research question. Within medicine, the most common types of qualitative research are: (a) in-depth interviews, (b) focus groups, (c) participating observation, and (d) document analysis. The researchers should sufficiently describe their own role in the study. The results should be illustrated with quotes from study participants. The research should be conducted in a technically correct manner. Certain characteristics will highlight this, such as iterative data collection and saturation, the latter meaning that data collection was discontinued when no new insights or themes were identified anymore. The conclusion should be drawn from results obtained within the study. A common error made by researchers is to interpret the results from a qualitative study in a quantitative manner.